
April 11, 2024 16-00 (GMT+3) Lecture

International folk festivals, nation-building and 
transnationalism: A comparative study between 
Latvia and Northern Catalonia

The rise of cultural nationalism across many regions of Europe between the 
late 18th and 19th century led to new forms of national and cultural identity 
expression and self-definition, including folklore. This presentation draws 
parallelism on the cultural nationalism pathways between Latvia and Nort-
hern Catalonia (Eastern Pyrenees) to develop a basis for understanding the 
role of postmodern international folk festivals with a political agenda in the 
regions from the mid-20th century until contemporary times. It examines the 
International Folklore Festival Baltica and the International Sardana Festival 
of Ceret through the lens of transnationalism and the emerging field of Cultu-
ral Border Studies. The presentation also offers an insight into the potential 
of this festival typology as an instrument for the rapid building of national 
sentiments in periods of high socio-political activity and as sites of collective 
memory and commemoration in more stable phases. The study is grounded 
on fieldwork and archival research undertaken as doctoral research at the 
Latvian Academy of Culture between 2018 and 2021.

Aleida Bertran holds a 
PhD in Theory of Culture. 
Currently, she is a visiting 
lecturer at the Latvian 
Academy of Culture and a 
researcher. Her research 
primarily addresses the 
concept of identity through 
the lens of folklore, festival 
communities and their 
creative processes.

by Aleida Bertran
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Link to join

SIEF WG The Ritual Year

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3Ameeting_NmJmZjFjNmUtZWNlNC00M2QwLWEzMTgtNzhjYTI2YmM4YTRj%40thread.v2/0?context=%7B%22Tid%22%3A%22d9af6da7-cf29-48fe-8dae-df3784f4bde2%22%2C%22Oid%22%3A%2205f346af-a984-4035-8eaf-2658fdc1f965%22%7D

	Page 1

